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Statement
Your artist statement is the tool you use to describe who you are, what you do 
and what motivates your work. It helps people who are interested in your work 
understand and contextualize your practice. It is a key component  for 
scholarships, grants and proposals. Writing an artist statement is an opportunity 
to better understand what you do and why.
 
You will write your statement at least twice over the course of the semester, so 
that you can refine and articulate your ideas. Being a multi-disciplinary artist 
means blurring the lines between disciplines and requires that you re-define 
categories. Your statement locates you in the landscape of intersecting disciplines 
like marking an “X”  on a map and stating “I am here”.  By locating your self, 
you help others understand your intentions. Tell the truth and be clear, read your 
writing out loud to yourself – it will help you hear the rhythm of your language. 
Write the statement for this moment - for who you are now. As you change, so 
will your statement. 
A good artist statement should be no more than a page, try a three part structure: 
who, how, why. Be sure to write in your own voice. 

 Here are some questions to consider as you organize your thoughts:

Fill in the blank: I am a ______ ! craftsmen, activist, explorer, performer, 
designer, etc.
What do you make? 
What inspires you? Be specific- don’t just say “nature” or “culture” 
Are you contemporary - a product of this time or do you belong in some other 
time?
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Where do you feel most at home? in your body, in your mind, the woods, the 
city, at night, early morning, traveling, being still, etc. How does your location 
affect what you make?
What is your relationship to craft and function? Are you a maker? a designer? a 
performer? A combination?
Define the word hybrid: Do you think of yourself as a hybrid? If so how? If not, 
why?
Why do you make? For instance, are you pleasing yourself, working for clients, 
or advancing a social or political cause?
Where do you fit in the context of contemporary art and design? 
How will you earn your living? 
Do you span different mediums like a bridge or do you inhabit the spaces in 
between?

You don’t need to specifically answer all  these questions in your statement, just 
think about them as you write.

Rationale

The Rationale is a one page defense of  an interdisciplinary/multidisciplinary 
curriculum and why you need to be an Individualized Major. Individualized 
Programs were created by students in the late 1960‘s as part of the student 
protest movement in higher education. Bear in mind that what you are proposing 
to do is counter to the way colleges and universities structure themselves. This is 
why a clear articulate rationale is so important. Demonstrate how your work 
requires the study and combination of multiple disciplines including academics 
and non traditional learning like internships, study abroad and other subjects not 
taught at CCA like music, martial arts, dance etc. Describe your work and how 
you will use the CCA curriculum to create your unique vision, include a list of 
studio and academic classes, internships etc. Demonstrate a clear direction. As 
you advance into the Program, things will change, the idea is to develop a map – 
a map that helps you progress by finding your own  route.

Detail which disciplines you want to study to create your work. Look at the 
classes listed in Web Advisor to help you plan a course of study, be sure to look 
at  Craft, Interdisciplinary studio and Diversity Studios. Individualized Majors 
can take multiple Diversity and Interdisciplinary classes, which tend to be more 



conceptually driven, affording you the freedom to make your work. I 
recommend taking skill- based classes during your second year and then adding 
more interdisciplinary classes as third and fourth year students. Please provide a 
curriculum plan. The Individualized program requires either a semester abroad 
or an internship, please talk a little about which of those options appeals to you 
and why. Spend some time researching the N.Y Studio Program, ISAP 
(International Study Abroad) and Fine Arts Internship opportunities. You can 
find information on all these options on the CCA Web site in the Student Life 
Section. 

Brainstorm Before Writing.
Sometimes finding the right words is reliant upon asking the right questions. Try 
looking through some of the questions below to help you get started:

• When did you first realize that you wanted to study art and design?
• What materials do you use? Why, and what do you most like about them? 
• Is your choice of materials related to the concepts in your work?
• What disciplines are you drawn to?
• What themes/concepts do you explore?
• Why do you want to be an Individualized Major?
• What do you need to do in this program that you can’t do in another?
• How will you use your CCA classes to develop your practice?


