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Guiding Principles of Assessment @ CCA
1. Utilize the processes that are already in place, are well developed and 

sustained, and that faculty are already invested in.
2. Definition:  Assessment of student learning is the systematic/ongoing gathering 

of information about student learning and the factors that affect learning, 
undertaken with the resources, time, and expertise available, for the purpose of 
improving the learning. (Barbara Wolvoord, Assessment Clear and Simple)

3. Creating the opportunity for the faculty (and administration, students, staff, 
etc.) to focus on student learning and its optimization is ultimately more 
valuable than the product of various assessment exercises and their resulting 
data.
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Level Reviews as assessment

● First-Year Reviews
● Junior Reviews
● Senior Exhibitions
● Year 1 and Year 2 Reviews (grad)
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Program Learning Outcomes
Learning outcomes (Course/Program):

● Help students learn more effectively
● Make clear what students should expect from their educational experience
● Encourage students to be intentional learners who direct and monitor their 

own learning
● Help faculty design courses, curriculum, and programs
● Help focus reviews/critiques/grading to ensure coverage
● Make graduates’ skills and knowledge clear to employers, accrediting agencies, 

etc.



Program Learning Outcomes
Key characteristics of program learning outcomes:

● Describe what students learn, rather than what they are required to do or what 
faculty will teach

● Framed in terms of the program and not individual courses
● Observable or measurable
● Important
● Rely on verbs that specify definite, observable behaviors
● Focus on the central abilities of the discipline. 
● Stated such that evidence related to the outcome can be gathered
● Collaboratively authored and collectively accepted (by program faculty)



Revising Outcomes
Hmm:  Students are exposed to the business aspects of the film industry.

Almost:  Students understand the marketing procedures for film production, 
distribution, and exhibition.

Better:  Students can develop a marketing plan for their film project that attends to 
its production, distribution, and exhibition processes.



Revising Outcomes
Well?:  Faculty teach the elements of hot and cold glassworking.

Almost: Students gain familiarity with the possibilities and limitations of hot and 
cold glassworking processes.

Better: Students can design and execute viable projects utilizing both hot and cold 
glassworking processes.
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Discussion
● How do your programs establish the LOs for an individualized major ‘s 

program?

● What role do students play in determining the LOs for the program they are 

proposing?

● How do your programs monitor whether students have achieved the LOs for 

the individualized major?



Discussion
What is/are the “value added” learning outcomes in an individualized degree 

program beyond the component programs and their LOs?

In other words, beyond 

A. a combination of the component programs’ LOs, and 

B. the new perspective/methodologies/knowledge produced through 

the student’s hybrid curriculum--

What are the LOs associated with the process of being an individualized major?




